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Bu Tileh

A cotton cloth that contains circles and is lightly embroidered for
everyday use. It derives its name from Al Tileh, the small transparent

crystal balls that little children used to play with in the past.
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Al Mizrai

A type of cloth made from Indian silk known as Al Safwa. It is
embroidered with silver or gold threads. The resulting dress is used in

celebrations and holidays.
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Bu ngem

A cloth made from silk that is striped with long and thin strips.
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Bu Tira

This is a type of Indian silk cloth that is embroidered with colorful
inscriptions shaped as a rose. It is made using silk threads and is
considered one of the most beautiful types of cloth that is worn by

women in celebrations.
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Bu Nireh

A cloth made from Indian silk and consists of bright colors and

golden circles. Its name comes from the Golden Lira currency.
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Bu Nas'a

A cloth made from Indian silk. It carries an inscription in the shape

of a palm tree leaf. It is used in celebrations.
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Bu Kazoeh

A cloth made from Indian silk. It comes in different colors and is
takes its name from the embroideries that the cloth has which

resemble Cashew nuts.



JL:.*J/
s9o3ll oo s dly asalill 6lgll juaizg casaill bguall oo gginmn Oiled
csbdill Juas (6 pmaly 8jans

Al Shal

A cloth made from light wool. It features bright colors and carries

flower inscriptions. It is worn in winter.
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Salehni

A cloth made from Indian silk and is striped with broad lines of

various colors. It is used in celebrations and holidays.
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Bu Qafas

A cloth made from transparent and light silk. It carries square shaped
inscription that resembles a cage. This dress is worn on top of the

Kandoura in occasions.
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Dam'at Fareed

A perforated cloth used as a dress worn on top of the Kandoura in

occasions and celebrations.
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Thoub

An outfit that is made from transparent or perforated silk. This outfit
is loose so that it is separated from the Jalabya underneath it. The
thoub and Kandoura have the same embroidery with consistent
colors. The thoub is usually worn on top of the Jalabya making it

appear more elegant in celebrations.



Types of

CLOTH

used by the Emirati woman
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Talli AU anb

The colors of the braided threads on the right side are different

from those on the left side. The right side consists of cotton
yarn interwoven with threads made of silk or Al Zarri (golden
thread), whereas the left side has only one color with the
Khous.
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Evolution of Talli
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Chess Talli

This type is woven using the traditional method. The Khous in
the middle has one color whereas on the sides the threads have

various colors.
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Evolution of Talli

Talli Bofus

It is a type of Talli that is woven using a silver thread in the

middle inlaid with another color the size of a button every 4 cm.

37



Evolution of Talli

THE MAKING OF TALLI ZEEJ EVOLVED AND
HAS BECOME MORE BEAUTIFUL WITH ALL
THE COLORS AND SHAPES THAT ARE
INCORPORATED INTO IT. THESE INCLUDE:

Talli Al Ta'awon

This type is woven using the traditional method provided that
each two meters have a differently colored Khous.

36



Evolution of Tallt

With the development of life in all fields it became necessary to
develop Talli uses to suit modern lifestyles. Therefore, many
modern designs and touches were added to Talli and is now
used with embroidery on silk pieces to decorate Abayas and the
other (accessories) such as (handbags, wallets, mobile phone
covers and pens). Moreover, Talli and Badila are used in interior
designs and furniture where pillows, panels, mattresses and
office tools were ornamented and decorated. These products
were praised by the young generation and tourists alike.
Through this step it was possible to put heritage and traditional
crafts to good use and reinforce the connection between the
old and new generations which would ultimately ensure the
protection of handicrafts.

Phone case
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Bayt Darbat Al Sikkeen

Also called Fankh Al Batteekh. It is black in color when placed on the
edge of Al Badila. It is placed in the middle of Al Badila and is colored

green along with a silver Khous.
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Bayt Abu Al Bitan

Consists of a single triangle and is called "Al Sambosa" and is
placed in the middle of Al Badila, which is an inscription that
differentiates the large badila from other types.

29









Al Bayt

Consists of 20 silverreels, in addition to 44 thread reels.

The albayt includes the following types:
*  BaytAbuAlBitan

*  Closed Bayt

*  Bayt Sayer Yay

*  Bayt Darbat Al Sikkeen

*  Bayt Bagsh Al Kursi

26



THE PARTS OF AL BADILA

Below are the parts of Al Badila.
The names and inscriptions

vary:

Ras Al Qand

Also called Al Minshara or (Nathret
w¥ Mankasa) or Ras Al Balwi. This
type is found in all kinds of Al
3 Badila and the thread is black in

W color.

Al Ghouli or Al Qitan

Is a geometric strip that is placed
between the parts of Al Badila

and is black in color.



TYPES OF AL BADILA

The Large Badila

Here 14 cotton yarn reels are placed, in addition to 5 reels of
silver strips. The same method is used here as in the pants' small

Badila. The only difference is that the large badila is placed in the
large pants.
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TYPES OF AL BADILA

The Medium Badila

Known as (Bu Thalath Fatlat "of three twists) in this type

10 cotton yarn reels are placed, in addition to 3 silver
reels.

o~
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TYPES OF AL BADILA

TYPES OF ALBADILA

The Small Badila

Known as (Bu Fteeltain "of two twists") in this type 8
thread reels are placed in addition to two Khous reels. It is
Zeej that is fixed to the ends of the small pants.

22



Al Badila

It is a type of Talli that is made of a large number of cotton
thread reels and several other reels of silver strips. The silver
strips are woven to make Al Badila that is used to decorate the
edge of the pants. The pants is considered an underwear for
the Emirati woman where it is fixed around the waist area using
a robe called "Al Na'sa". Al Badila is placed around the ankle
area and it is a heritage outfit that women wear in weddings
and holidays. Making Al Badila requires an experienced and
skillful woman due to the too many reels involved in making it
which can range between 8 and 44 reels wrapped around Al
Kajuja. Work on Al Badila takes a long time, between one to six
months. Al Badila takes its name from the fact that it can be
replaced on a new cloth (Al Badila is from the Arabic word
"replace") and also because it is a valuable accessory made of

silver.

21















The tools used in making Talli

It is a base made of metal on which the pillow
is placed in order to create the Talli strip.

The needle

Placed on the Talli strip to fix it in
place. Currently women use a pin.

16



The tools used in making Talli

Al Khousa

It is a strip of pure silver that
is wrapped around a reel
that lies in the middle of the
thread reels to make Talli.
With the advancement of
industry, the artificial silver
Khous thread appeared. It
also comes in gold and many
other colors.

Al Musida

It is an oval shaped cotton
pillow that is placed on top of
Al Kajuja in order to fix the
reels and the strip on it. The
Talli Zeej is wrapped around it
during the weaving of the Talli

15



The tools used in making Talli

Al Hadoub

These are collections of
cotton or silk threads that
are wrapped around the
reels to make Talli.

Al Kiran

They are reels around which
the threads and wicker that
are used to make Talli are
wrapped. Al Kiran are
referred to in some other
areas as "Dahari".

14



Introduction

The Talli craft reflects the Emirati woman's attention to her
beauty despite the harsh living conditions in the past and the
huge amount of work she had to do everyday. On the other
hand, some women relied on the Talli craft to earn their living
and assist their husbands in tackling the demands of their
family. Women used to meet together in the morning after they
finish their house chores to have breakfast and practice Talli
together as a hobby. Sometimes they would train young girls on
how to make the Talli or cooperate with each other to help the
bride get her clothes tailored for free.

The Talli craft was passed down from generation to generation
and reflects women's taste regarding beauty. Worth mentioning
here is that the Talli craft is practiced in the United Arab
Emirates, the Sultanate of Oman, the Republic of Egypt and
Iran.

13



Introduction

Therefore, beside her house work, the Emirati woman tends to
work on weaving clothes and carrying out handicrafts. As a
result, the Emirati woman has become an active member of the
Emirati society and proved her potential and ability to be
creative in using the things around her for everyday use.
Despite the advancement that the UAE has witnessed and the
emergence of the machine, the country's heritage was able to
maintain its status and place in the Emirati society.
Consequently, the preservation of the heritage has become a
duty and obligation on the people's part.

In this booklet we will discuss the aesthetic aspects of the Talli
craft and the related skills. Talli is a braid of fabric that is woven
in the shape of a strip of cotton or silk in the middle of which
lies a reel of silver or artificial silver. This strip is used to
decorate the chest and sleeve area of the Emirati woman's
traditional dress. Most Emirati women are very good at this and
have excelled in making the Talli which requires a great level of

patience, skill, concentration and care.

12



Introduction

The United Arab Emirates is a young country proud of its
achievements and keen on preserving its civilization and
cultural heritage. The country seeks to protect its heritage and
transfer its values to the coming generations in order to ensure
the survival of its national identity. Despite the amazing
development that the UAE has witnessed in all fields of life, the
country is still attached to its heritage and history through the
many centers that are concerned with heritage and traditional
handicrafts, in addition to the plans and initiatives through
which the country preserves its heritage across generations.

We also should not overlook the role of women and their
message which has been and is still the main constituent of the
family. Women contribute to the economic life as suits their
nature and the values of their society. The Emirati woman has
always been supportive of her husband in tackling the
challenges of life.

11
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The General Women's Union was established on 27 August 1975 under the
chairmanship of Her Highness Sheikha Fatima Bint Mubarak, President of
the General Women's Union, the Supreme President of the Family
Development Foundation and Chairman of the Supreme Council for
Motherhood and Childhood; the National Authority for Women
Empowerment and Leadership in the United Arab Emirates. The needs and
aspirations of women in the United Arab Emirates, thus enhancing
women's developmental roles in various fields and taking their initiative

towards leadership.

VISION

Leadership and excellence in participation and empowering women
in the sustainable development of the UAE and achieving quality of
life.

THE MESSAGE

The General Women's Union in the United Arab Emirates seeks to
adopt policies, plans, programs and initiatives that contribute to
enhancing the status and status of women, building their capacities
and overcoming difficulties in their participation in all walks of life.
This is a worthy example of women's leadership in all national,
regional and international forums, And to achieve international
standards of excellence through distinguished partnerships, high
competencies, best practice services, working with all segments of
the community, individuals and institutions, and building their
capacity to increase their participation in supporting and

empowering women.



Our grandfathers and ancestors have left a wealth of
cultural heritage we are proud of, we shall conserve
this heritage and build on it, as it is the soul of this
land and its future generations 33
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Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan
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